A: ROC News/Business/State/Opinion

http://rochesterdemocrat.ny.newsmemory.com/ee/_nmum/_default_bb_include_inframe.php?to...

Victor students’ haiku book raised eyebrows, concerns
SARAH TADDEO
@SJTADDEO AND WILL CLEVELAND @WILLCLEVELAND13
A nearly 300-page book of allegedly offensive poetry was published by Victor Senior High School students on Amazon earlier this year.
The book, titled “Super Team Haiku,” was composed of haiku poems, some of which made fun of district teachers by name in offensive terms.
The book may have contained other vulgar or crass language or subject matter, students say.
Word about the book spread around the school a few months ago, but many hadn’t read the book personally, said Andrew Russell, a junior at
Victor.
A group of students had a shared document on Google several months ago where they wrote the poetry, and that document morphed into an
eventually published book, said Carrie Stewart, also a junior, who never saw the book or its contents.
Students say many of the involved students were at the top of their classes.
It was supposed to be a joke, but a group of students were called to the principal’s office after the administration found out about the publication,
she said.
“There are a few students who were pretty offended by it, especially the ones who were close to the teachers who were in the book,” she said.
To her knowledge, none of the students have been expelled or suspended because of the book, she said. They were asked to apologize to teachers
in some form.
Victor schools said administrators became aware of the book last month and started an investigation. “During the investigation it became evident
that the intent of the students’ work, while highly inappropriate, was not meant to hurt or harm, rather it was intended to nbe humorous and
satirical,” a release said.
The students have been disciplined. The district didn’t say how the students were disciplined.
Principal Yvonne O’Shea said in a release that “the incident, while disturbing, proved to be a difficult but teachable moment for students and
adults alike.”
She said students involved “are remorseful and have written a letter of apology.”
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The book is still searchable on Amazon but is listed as “not available” and “Out of Print — limited availability.” There are several book reviews
posted on the page, many of which say the book is “disgusting” and contains “vulgar and hateful language.”
Other reviews tout the students’ right to free speech. It is listed as being published on CreateSpace, an independent publishing platform.
It is mentioned that the book was written by Victor Senior High School students. The 21 authors listed on the page include names such as
“Broonab Bong Rip spudboy” and “Gaylord Prosciutto.”
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